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The protection extended by the old gods to countries, cities, arts,
and crafts, was superseded by that of the saints. Certain plants and
animals were also sacred to them. Finally the churchyard wall
corresponds to the ancient Greek temenos^ the square which enclosed
sacred buildings and was usually invested with the right of asylum.

I

THREE GREAT SACRED BOOKS
x the domain of religion and ethics the greater part of the human race
is guided by one of three books: the Buddhist Trifita^ Mohammed's
Koran, and the Jewish Bible. After the Babylonian exile, that is to say
from 597 B.C. onwards, the Old Testament was regarded by the Jews
as an inspired religious document.
Until about A.D. 150, the Old Testament alone was held as the
authoritative holy book for Christians, though due regard was to be
paid to the new revelation. It was not until the expiry of direct
tradition and the appearance of unauthorized Christian writings that the
need was felt for the compilation of records according to the Christian
revelation. The comparatively late and uncoordinated nature of these
texts, finally formed into what we know as the New Testament, is shown
by various discrepancies, mostly of detail.
AGE   OF   THE   NEW   TESTAMENT
That the authors of the New Testament were aware of other versions
of their narrative being in circulation is shown in the " preface " to
St. Luke's Gospel: " Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set
forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely
believed among us. . . ."
St. Mark's version is the oldest, as a gospel; but it may have been
preceded by those epistles of St. Paul usually dated A.D. 52-64. The
earliest version of St. John's Gospel is probably a Greek papyrus of
about A.D. 150, which has been in the possession of the British Museum
since 1934.
TWO   FOURTH-CENTURY   VERSIONS   COPIED   ON   VELLUM
The list of books accepted by the Church as forming the New
Testament was closed about A.r>. 400; the oldest extant version is that
contained in the Bible known as Codex Sinaiticms, bought for the
British Museum from the Russian Government for ^100,000. It is an
early Syriac translation in uncials, or capital letters, formerly in the
convent of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai. The famous Biblical scholar,
Tischendorf, discovered forty-three pages of it in a wastepaper basket
in 1844; he took these away, and in 1859 secured the remainder. Some
leaves, however, had been destroyed, and it now consists of 346 almost
square sheets of vellum, some more pages, however, being in Leipzig-
The other 4th-century Bible manuscript is the Codex Vaticanw* abo
an uncial version but in Greek. It contains 750 almost square qaartso